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The ALDERMEN, he SHERIFPS, 
and the reſt of the Con pona- 


T ION, 


This Diſcourſe, preached before 
them, and publiſhed at their Re- 


queſt, is inſcribed by 
Their moſt Obedicnt 


Humble Servant, 


J. FOUNTAYNE. 
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ISAIAH, xxvi. 4, 5. 


Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlaſting Strength. 


For he bringeth down them that dwell 
on high, the lofty City he layeth it 
low, he layeth it low even to the 
Ground, he bringeth it even to the 
Daft. 


KANN does not appear that theſe 
ITS, Words are ſpoken by the 
ans Prophet, as concerning the 
NN Deſtruction of any one 
particular City; neither is it neceſſary, 
for us, to confine their Meaning, where 
the Prophet himſelf has not confined 
it. 

1 We 


E 6 . 

We read of lofty Cities which have 
been laid low. Sodom, and Babylon, 
and Jeruſalem felt the Truth of this 
Prediction; ſo that none can doubt of 
the Power of God to bring down them 
who dwell on high, and to lay the loſty 
Cities low, even to the Ground. 


Bur from the Conſideration of this 
Almighty Power, the Prophet ſeems to 
intend an Inſtructive Leſſon to Mankind, 
and to call them to place their Truſt 
(where indeed it can only properly be 
placed) in that Lord Jehova who hath 
everlaſing Strength. 


IT may perhaps be ask'd, Why does 
the Prophet make Uſe of Arguments : 
drawn Singly from the Strength and 
Power of God, to bring Men to the 
| Conſideration of a Duty ſo great and in- 
diſpenſible, and withall 1o comfortable 
and intereſting, as Truſt in God is? Are 
there not, you will ſay, other and more 
amiable Attributes of the Deity ſuffici- 

Ent 


EF 4 


ent to prompt Men to this Duty? Are 

not his Goodnels, and his Mercy, as pro- 

5 per and as ſtrong Moti ves to excite our 
2 Truſt and Hope in God, as his Power 

to puniſh Sinners? 


To this I anſwer, That with ſome 
Men this doubtleſs is the Caſe; and I 
would to God it was the ſame with all 
the World! But Experience ſhews it is 
otherwiſe, and gives us daily Cauſe to 
lament how little Truſt and Confidence 
in God ariſes out of Gratitude for the 
Benefits he daily beſtows upon us. The 
Advice therefore in the Text is calcu- 
lated for ſuch Sinners upon whom the 
Goodneſs and Mercy of God, exerciſed 
in the ſilent and regular Adminiſtra- 
tions of his Providence, have no Effect; 
u ho ſtill live as without God in the 
World, and call for Viſible Tokens and 
Exertions of his Power to convince them 
that there is a God who judeeth the 
Earth. 
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IT may be a Diſhonour to Human 
Nature to own, (and yet is it a Truth 
not to be concealed) that all the Blet- 
ſings which God hath given Men li— 
berally to enjoy in this Liſe, and thoſe 
comfortable Aſſurances which we have 
of a better Life after this, are not ſuffi- 
cient to keep the Bulk of Mankind ſtea- 
dy in the Practice of Religion and Virtue. 


Gop therefore, not willing that any 
Should periſh, but that all ſbould come to 
Repentance,leaves no Metliods untried to 
ſave Mankind; but ſuits all his Diſpen- 
ſations to the wiſeſt Ends, and, in Com- 
pliance with the Weakneſs of Man, 
calls ſorth the Maniſeſtations of his Power 
to check and reſtrain the Wickednels 
of ſuch with whom milder Methods 
prove ineffectual; and to awaken thoſe 
from the Lethargy of Sin by his Judg- 
ments, who are either too bad, or too in- 
dolent and careleſs, to be won by his 
Mercies. 


Ws 


E 

We are none of us ſuch Strangers to 
ourſelves, and to the Effects of the Hu- 
man Paſſions, as to be inſenſible to the 
Force of Fear when Dangers and Diſ- 
treſs ſarround us: As they approach, 
Horror and Dread approach with them; 
and the lofty Sinner's Heart will be 
brought low, when he feels the Powers 
of the World fail him, and all the Helps 
of Man prove vain. Then he will begin 
to take the Prophet's Advice, and to 
truſt in the Lord who hath everlaſting 
Strength. He will ſeek for Comfort and 
Support, where he never before look'd 
for it, (but where he finds it is only to 
be had) in the Fayour and Mercies of 
God. 


Bur if the Sinner thinks at all (and 
ſurely his Diſtreſs d Condition, when 
Calamities ſurround and threaten him, 
will force him to think ſeriouſly) he 
cannot but then give Place to this Re- 
flection, and thus reaſon with himſelf, 
« What Title can I make out to that 

« Fa. 


L 10 
„4 Fa vour and Protection of God, which 
& now is my only Refuge? Have I o- 
« bey'd his Laws, and ſerved him as 
« my Lord and Maſter? In the Days of 
« my Proſperity have I not forgotten 
« him, and placed no Truſt or Confidence 
in him? Or have Leven ask'd the Aid 


© of his Power till all - Human Helps have 


« forſaken me, or proved too weak for 


my Neceſlities?” 


Tn E Anſwers of his own Conſcience 
can give him no Relief. The Actions 
of his paſt Life riſe up in Judgment 


againſt him. He feels himſelf the Ob- 


ject of God's Juſtice, and can lay no 


Claim to his Mercy. 


SAD indeed is his Condition! and 
there is but one Cordial to afford him 
Comfort. Repentance is his only Re- 
ſuge: That only can intitle him to the 
Protection which he ſtands in need ot, 
by leading him into the Paths of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, 

A 


! 
A THOROUGH RecolleQion of his 
own Unworthineſs, added to a Senſe 
of the Dangers to which he ſees himſelf 
expoled, will awaken his Attention to 
the Practice of thoſe Duties which he 
has ſo ſhamefully negleQted; will quick- 
en his Zeal to merit that Protection, 
which he ſees can only be truſted in; 
and make him join with the Prophet 
in thus addrefling himſelf to God, The 
Deſire of my Soul ic, O God, to thy 
Name, and to the Remembrance of thee: 
for when thy Judements are in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the World 

will learn Righteouſneſs. 


Ix this is the Caſe, that Men are more 
ſtrongly wrought upon, and more cer- 
tainly brought to Repentance, by the 
Dread of God's Judgments when they 
are Viſibly inflicted upon others, or 
threatned to themſelves, than with num- 
berleſs Inſtances of the Divine Mercy 
and Goodneſs (which I can only aſcribe 
to that Perverſeneſs of human Nature, 


which 
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which yields to the power ſul, tho' cow- 
ardly and ſervile, Paſſion of Fear that 


Obedience which is due to the more 


noble and generous Affections of Love 
and Gratitude): But, I ſay, if this is the 
Caſe, as Conbtlels it is, the Melancholy 
Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity hath 
farniſhed us with many and Striking 
Motives for Repentance. 


Ir is needleſs for me to call to your 
Minds what is now ſo ſreſh and ſtrong 
upon them: What Time, indeed, can 
hardly efface and make us forget, tho! it 
is Pain and Grief to us to remember. 


TAE Dreadful Viſitation which ſome 
neighbouring Countries, in Alliance and 
Friendſhip with theſe Kingdoms, have 
ſuffered from the late and repeated Earth- 
qua kes, makes our Hearts overflow with 
Horror, as well as with Sorrow for their 
Sufferings. | 
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13 
Many of our own Nation, tho hap- 
pily removed from the more terrible 
Effects of this Calamity, yet ſhare in the 
fatal Conſequences of it : And, thro' the 
various Connections of Trade and Com- 
merce, have the Diſtreſs brought home 
to Themſelves, and find Their Ruin in 
one and the ſame Overthrow.— La- 
mentable indeed is Their Condition; and 

greatly excites our Pity ! 


Bur this is only a Small Part of the 


Miſeries we have now to conſider and to 


meditate upon. 


BEHOTL D the Prophet's Words in my 
Text Literally and Sadly fulfilled, —Seg 
the lofty City laid low, — Laid low 
even to the Ground, and them who 
dwelt on high brought Gown. 


Tu Cottage and the Palace become 
alike a ruinous Heap, when the Foun- 
dations of the Earth are ſhaken.——The 
Sing: and the Beggar inhabit together, 


B | depriv'd h 


[ 14 | 
depriv'd of the Comforts, nay even of 
the Neceflarics, of Liſe; and alike have 
hardly where to lay their Heads. —— 
All Ranks and Conditions of Men par- 
take in the ſame Diſtreſs, and ſhare in 


the ſame wretched Fate. Multitudes 
have one common Grave in theſe Ruins; 
and they who eſcape with Life meet 
what to them is even worſe than Death; 


they behold their whole Property (I had 


almoſt ſaid their whole Happineſs) con- 
ſuming before their Eyes, and have not 
Power even to attempt to preſerve it.— 
Numbers ice themſelves, in an Inſtant, 
reduced from a happy State of Eaſe and 


Opulence to the utmoſt Poverty and 
Deſpair.—In one Moment 'Thouſands 
of Wives are become Widows, and Ten 
Thouſands of Children fatherlefs.—T hey 


cry, but there is none to h:lp them. 


They find themſel ves bereav'd of what 


was dearer to them than Life; they have 


nothing before their Eyes but Miſery 
and Ruin; and when they look back to 
the Happineſs from whence they are juſt 


fallen, 


„ 
fallen, what Words can deſcribe their 
Sorrows? 


Bu T 'tis Time to draw the Veil over 
this Mortifying Scene, and to turn our 
Thoughts to conſider what Ule we 
ought to make of this Calamity. 


AND here it can profit us little to 
ſpend our Time in uſeleſs Speculations, 


either upon the Force of what we call the 


Powers of Nature, or in diving into the 
Secrets of Providence: From the former 
Vain and Silly Men proceed to account 


ſor theſe Calamities from the unavoid- 


able Workings of Second Cauſes; which 
is the Height of Folly and Preſumption 
in them who can only judge from the 
Effects, and are and muſt be ignorant of 
the Operations of Natural Cauſes. It is 
Knowledge too great and excellent for 
us; and Men only loſe themſelves in 
their Attempts to take the Government 


of the World out of the Hand of GoJ, 
B 2 and 
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10 
and to rob the Author of Nature of 
his Authority over his own Works. 


IN Things which are the Common and 
Daily Objects of our Obſervation, do we 
find that we know more than we do of 
theſe Extraordinary Appearances? How 
the Powers of Nature opcrate to prod uce 
the Fruits of the Earth is as little 
known to us, as the Operations of its 
Elements for the Deſtruction of it. But 
tho the Fooliſh and Unthinking Part of 
Mankind (ſeeing theſe regular and an- 
nual Productions grown common and fa- 
miliar) may forget to conſider them as 
the Miracles of Nature, and content 
themſelves with aſcribing them to Natu- 
ral Cauſes, yet the Wiſe and Serious will 
ever remember, that it 7s God who gi- 
weth Graſs for the Cattle, and green 
Herb for the Service of Men; that He 
maketh the fruitful Land barren, for 
the Wickeaneſs of them that dwell 


therein. 
IN 


L197 1 


In pretending to greater Wiſdom than 


this, Men only expoſe their Folly and 
their Ignorance; and, thro' a Vain Deſire 


of being thought Wiſer than the reſt of | 


the World, loſe Sight of what is the 
only True Wiſdom, their Truft and Con- 
fidence in God, 


Ir ſure is ſufficient ſor us to know, 


(and an uſeful as well as comfortable 
Knowledge is it for a good Man to 
know) that all the Powers of Nature are 
under the Direction of an All-wiſe Pro- 
vidence ;—— That what we call Natural 


Cauſes are but Inſtruments in God's 


Hands, whereby he governs and ſup- 
ports the World: That nothing hap- 
pens to us but by his Permiſſion : 
That all the Extraordinary as well as the 
Common and Regular Appearances of 
what we call Nature, are Parts of the 
grand Scheme of his Providence, ſubject 
to his Laws and wiſe Purpoſes, and are 


his Miniſters, exerciſed under his Autho- 


rity, 
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rity, for diſpenſing his Judgments, or his 


Mercies, towards Mankind. 


O the Depth of the Riches both of the 
Il iſaom and Knowledge of God ! How 
unſearchable are his Tudaments, and 


bis Il/ays paſt finding out? 


SINCE therefore the Reaſon and Me- 
thods of God's Diſpenſations towards 
Mankind are paſt Man's Underſtanding, 
ſurely it would ill become Us to be diving 
into the Secrets of Providence in Search 
for Judgments upon thoſe Unhappy 


Sufferers, who have felt the Weight of 


his Power in the late Dreadful Calami- 
ty: And it would be both an uſeleſs as 
well as preſumptuous Wickedneſs, in Us, 
to form any Uncharitable Judgment 
concerning their Merits and Condition, 
by comparing them with our own; and 
thence to conclade, that we are leſs 


wicked, or leſs deſerving of the like Vi- 


ſitation, becauſe we have hitherto eſca- 
1 750 
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ped it. Againſt which miſtaken and un- 
candid Judgment, our Saviour himſelf 
hath leſt us fo wile a Caution in what 
he ſays of the Galzleans, which we may 
apply to the Caſe before us, Suppoſe ye 
that theſe Men were Sinners above all 
others, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
Things? I tell you nay, but except ye 
repent ye Hall all likewiſe periſh. 


AMONGST the Thouſands which have 
ſuddenly been cut off, it is but Charity to 
believe that many of them have depart- 
ed in the true Faith and Fear of Chriſt. 
God. only, who trieth the Hearts, can 
know which of them was taken away 
in Judgment, and which ia Mercy.—But 
ſuppoſe we could attain to this Know- 
ledge, what Ad vantage would it bring 
with it? To know our own Hearts, and 
the Condition of our own Souls, is a 
laudable and uſeful Inquiry, but the 
Knowledge of other Men's Failings can- 
not blot out the Remembrance ot our 
own: And the Sinner can with no Sort 

| of 


[ 20 ] 
of Reaſon hope that he ſhall be better 
accepted of God, becauſe he knows 
others, perhaps many, in the World, to 
be more faulty and wicked than himſelf. 


Wes ought to lament and to be forry 
for the Sins of others; but ſure it betrays 
the greateſt Wickedneſs and Depravity 
of Heart, to take Comfort in thinking 
them more wicked than ourſelves, and 


_ judging them more ripe for Vengeance. 


IT would be a very poor Plea ſor us 
at the Day of Judgment, in the Behalf 


of our own Sins, to produce a Liſt of the 


Crimes of other Men, with whom we 


have miſ-ſpent our Time in the World, 


and judge to have been greater Sinners 
than ourſelyes, 


Do but imagine that you ſee the Sin- 
ner on that Solemn Day, proſtrate be- 


fore the awful Tribunal and Majeſty of 
an All-wiſe God, and hear him thus ridi- 


culouſly PR his own Cauſe, Lord, 
« I haye 


—  —— __— — wc ere on nn ers, le. 1 
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I have lived in Diſobedience to thy 
« Taws; I have deſpiſed thy Ordi- 
c nances, and neglected the Means 
« which thou haſt afforded me for Sal- 
“vation; but my Neighbours and my 
% Acquaintance have been greater in- 
„ners than myſelf, and therefore I hope 
« for thy Mercy.” 


Nox Et but a Fool can ſee the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of ſach a Petition: And even he, in 
the Affairs of this World, would poſſibly 
judge better, (if he is capable of Reaſon- 
ing at all) and think it equitable that the 
Murderer, who takes away the Life of 
one Man, ſhould ſuffer Death as well as 
he who may have murdered twenty; or 
that the Man who robs him of five 
Pounds, ſuffers the Severity of the Law 
as juſtly as he who defrauds his ge 
bour of ive thouſand. 


So that could Men lay aſide Partiali- 
ty in judging of their own particular 
Cate, the Sinner has no more Reaton to 
- C ex- 


- —_ 2 — 
P 3 * 
* - 


* eats Ae. 
Dp „ — 


woe 
a wa 44 


— 


— 


— 


2 
bt 


ad — —— — 2 — — ——— — — — 2 


2+] 
expect that he ſhall eſcape Puniſhment 
by the Laws of God, becauſe he may 
know others more guilty than himſelf, 


than the Thief or the Murderer has to 


hope that he ſhall eſcape the Gallows by 
the Laws of the Land, becauſe there 
may have been greater and more heinous 
Offenders than himſelf confined in the 


fame Priſon with him. 


By the fame Method of Reaſoning, 
when we ſee other Cities and Nations vi- 
ſited with great Calamities, what Advan- 
tage can we expect from fitting down to 
balance their Sins againſt our own? The 
only true Advantage which can be 
drawn from their Diſtreſs, is this, To 
bring us to Repentance for our own Sins, 
which our Hearts tell us are ſufficient to 


draw down the like Judgments upon the 


City wherein we dwell, That as we 
pity their Condition, we may profit by 
it alſo; and conſider it as the Warning 
given to- us to fave ourſelves. By this 


Conſideration only can we conyert the 


Judg- 
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Judgments ot God upon others into a 
Bleſſing upon ourſel ves; and make their 
Unhappy Condition an Uſeſul Leſſon 
for the Reformation and Amend ment of 
our own Liycs. 


Wx all live under the ſame Provi- 
dence, and are, I fear, equally Veſſels of 
God's Wrath, and fitted for the like De- 
ſtruction.— I wiſh to God that I could 
with any Reaſon think otherwiſe! But 
(without prying into the Condition and 
Failings of other Nations, in order to 
make any uſcleſs Compariſons with our 
own) when we look at home, what 
Evils may we not expect from the Wick- 
edneſs which prevails amongſt us? —— 
And here, as the Root of moſt other 
Evils, I cannot but lament the great and 
general Decay of Religious Worſhip. 


Tr ar Day which is particularly ſet 
a-part for the Exerciſe of Religious Du- 
ties, (to the end that Men ſhould reſt from 
their Labours, not from their Deyotions) 

C2 is 
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the Weck, unleſs it is by conſidering it 
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is turn d into a Day of Idleneſs or Riot- 
ing. | 


Tu E Men of Buſineſs appropriate it to 
their Plcaſures and their Paſtimes; and the 
Men of nov Buſineſs obſerve it not unto the 
Lord; but, after having wafted the other 
ſix Days in trifling Ceremonies and Amuſe- 
ments, hardly know it from the reſt of 


as the moſt commodious of the ſeven for 
what has with them the Appearance of 
Buſineſs, the moving from Place to Place. 
So that, in ſhort, all Ranks of People 
contribute to profane the Sacred Uſe of 
the *abbath; and we cannot but-pity the 
Lower Clais of Mankind (to whom the 
Actions of their Superiors are but too apt 
to give Law) that they have no better 


Examples before their Eyes. 


WuaexNn the Laws of God are either 
neglected or forgotten, and neither the 
Fear of future Puniſhments, or Hope. of 
Rewards, fix d upon the Minds of Men, 

what 
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what 1s there left to reſtrain their unruly 
Appetites, and to keep them within the 
Bounds of Virtue and Religion, the Want 
of which is ſo ſadly, and yet daily, expe- 
rienced? For is not Vice become ſo open, 
as well as ſo common, that it is almoſt a 
Faſhion to deſire to be thought wicked? 
And are not the Few who keep up any 
Appearance of Religion in the World, 
become the Ridicule of the Many who 
deſpiſe it ? What can be the Conſequence 
of this general Corruption of Manners, 
and this thorough Diſſolution of Morals, 
but Speedy and Inevitable Deſtruction? 


Ix this be our Condition, may we not 
now, with Reaſon, fear that God will viſit 
us for theſe Things? That the ſame De- 
ſtroying Elements which have been exer- 
ciſed lately, as the fatal Miniſters of his 
Vengeance, upon other Cities, {tho' they 
now ſleep in the Bowels of Our Earth) 
may in this very Hour be call'd forth, by 
God's Command, to produce the like Diſ- 
mal Effects in Our Deſtruction, But 
are 
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are We prepared to meet that Fate, and 
to go down quick into the Grave? —— 
Happy for us if we are! — hut if not, 
can there be a more powerful Motive for 


Immediate Repentance and Amendment 
of Liſe? 


A x» ſhould we eſcape from this Evil, 
(as we all willingly flatter ourſelves we 
may) yet are not there other Dangers 
which now wait and threaten us? 


Wr are now, probably, at the Eve of 
a War, which (however Juſt and Neceſ- 


ſary in its Beginnings} muſt be Doubtful 


and Dangerous in its Conſequences; and 
may prove fatal both to our Religious 


and Civil Liberties.—God only knows 


how much he intends to puniſh us; and 
the Succeſs of our Endeavours to with- 


ſtand the Enemy in the Day of Battle, 


can be only known to him who giveth 
Victory unto Kings. — Let us not there- 
fore delay our Repentance, and vainly 
truſt in our own Arm to ſave us, or pride 

our- 
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ourſelves in the uncertain Strength of 
our Fleets and Armies, (under God, 
the happy Inſtruments of our Defence) 
which Storms and Tempeſts may de- 
firoy ; but truſt in that Lord who hath 
everlaſting Strength. For if God is our 
Hope and Strength, then need we not 
fear tho th? Earth be moved, and the 
Hills carried into the Midjt of the Sea. 
It is He that maketh Wars to ceaſe 
in all the World. He deli vereih us 
from our Enemies, and Jerteth as up a- 
bove our Adverſaries. 


Ou GHH we not therefore in Reaſon, 
as well as in Duty, to ſtrengthen our Al- 
liance with that All- powerful Friend? for 
in the Words of St. Paul, ( Nom viii. 3 1.) 
F God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
The only ſure Way to this Friendſhip is 
mark'd ont in my Text, which bids you 
truſt in the Lord who hath everlaſting 
Strength. The Rule is ſhort and plain; 
but the Task is, I fear, not ſo caſy as 
ſome may imagine it, — How many of us 
im- 
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impoſe upon ourſelyes to think that we 
truſt in Cod, when, if we examine our 
Hearts, we find their Confidence is placed 
in Man, their Truſt in the uncertain Riches 
of this World; and the Friendſhip, which 
they moſt covet and ſeek to cultivate and 
improve, is that Friendſhip of the World, 
which is Enmity with God. — But the 
Folly of theſe Dependencies a very little 
Time will diſcover. 


BEHO LHD the Rich Man in the Pa- 
rable, (Lake xii. 19.) hugging him- 
ſelf in that Security which his large 
Proviſions promiſed him; and hear him 
pronouncing himſelf at Reft, and ſafe 
from all future Wants! — He ſaid to his 
Soul, Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid 
1p ſor many Tears, take thing Eaſe, cat, 
drink, and be merry. But murk the 
quick End of all his Hopes, in the Sen- 
tence pronounced upon him. Thou 
Fool, (ſaid God) this Night thy Soul 


ſpall be required of thee, then whoſe 
ſhall thoſe Things be which thou haſt 


pro- 
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provided ? So is he that layeth up Troa- 

* ſure for himſelf, and is not rich towards 
Goa. e 


Tu only Truſt in God, which can 
avail us any Thing, muſt have its Being 
in the Knowledge and Practice of Reli- 
gion: Without this Knowledge we truſt 
in we know not what; all our Hopes are 
groundleſs, and our Faith vain; and 
without the Practice of Religion, what 
Pretence have we to expect the Favour 
and Friendſhip of God? Does an Earthly 
King protect the Guilty from Puniſh- 
ment? Does he beſtow his Fayours and 
Rewards upon his declared Enemies, or 
upon thoſe Subjects who live in open 
Rebellion and Diſobedience to him and 
his Laws? If not, can we expect that a 
Juſt and Righteous God ſhould pour his 
Benefits and his Mercies upon the Ob- 
jects of his Wrath and Vengeance? Cer- 
tainly not; for ſhall not the Fudge of 
all the Earth do right 9 + + 
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To conclude. — Let us remember that 
this Day muſt not be the End, though it 
may be the Beginning, of our Repent- 
ance. Our Faſting and Humiliation for 
a ſew Hours, is a Tribute of no Value in 
the Sight of God; can profit little; and, 
at moſt, only intitles us to the Hypo- 
crite's Reward, if we relapſe again into 
Sin, 


Bor ſhould the Solemnity of this 
Day happily awaken us into any ſerious 
Reflections upon our own Unworthineſs, 
let us cheriſh and improve thoſe bleſſed 
(however unwelcome) Thoughts; and 
not ſuffer the Buſineſs, much leſs the Va- 
nities or Pleaſures of the World, to lull 
us again into a thoughtleſs Indolence and 
Forgetfulneſs of the Things which ber 
long to our Sal vation: That ſhould it be 
our Lot (as it hath been the Fate of ma- 
ny) to be call'd ſuddenly hence, either by 
natural or accidental Death, we may be able 
to meet it without Fear or Amazement. 

You 


A949 

You want not me to tell you, 
that, ſooner or later, our Earthly Houſe 
of this T. abernacle muſt b diſſolved — 
But ſuffer me to remind you, 7 hat there 
is A City which hath Foundations, (not 
to be ſhook by Storms or Tempeſts) 
whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
There let your Hearts be fix'd. We have 
God's Word for our Security, That the 
Good and the Virtuous ſhall there one 
Day poſſets an Inheritance incorruptible, 
and which fadeth not away; a Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. 


SEEING therefore that we have this 
Hope to be our Comfort as well as our 
Confidence, in the many Dangers which 
ſurround and threaten us, let no Earthly 
Conſideration draw off our Attention 
from it: But let this wiſe Advice of the 
Pſalmiſt be imprinted upon our Minds, 
and put in Practice by every one of us, 
-Stand in Awe, and ſin not; commune 
with your own Heart, and in your 
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ber, aud be ſtill; offer the Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſs, and put your Truſt in the 


Lord. Which that we may all do, 
God of his infinite Mercy grant, Sc. Sc. 
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